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The Way of the Cross:  
The Road to Resurrection 

 
Retracing the steps of Jesus Christ from Gethsemane to Golgotha. 

 
A Good Friday Devotional to Prepare the Heart for Resurrection Day 
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Introduction 
AB 

 
For centuries, Christian pilgrims from around the world have traveled to Jerusalem to walk the “Via 
Dolorosa” or the Way of the Cross. It reenacts the journey Jesus took from Gethsemane through the 
streets of Old Jerusalem to the place where it is believed that Jesus was crucified. For the faithful who 
are not able to make the physical trip to Jerusalem, some churches around the world have recreated 
the Way of the Cross in their sanctuaries with a guided meditation of scripture and traditionally 
accompanied by art depicting the scenes from the Bible.  
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Let us join Christians from around the world as we walk together through stations of the Way of the 
Cross. French painter James Tissot’s art will help us to visualize the passion of Jesus Christ as He 
walked the road to calvary to bear the sins of the world.  
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Station 1: Jesus on the Mount of Olives 

CDE: #$FGHIJ 
 

 
My Soul is Sorrowful Unto Death 

James Tissot 
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He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the 
place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s 
throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 
[Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come 
into the time of trial.” 
Luke 22:39-46 NIV 
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The cross was Jesus’ destiny. It was also His greatest trial. In prayer He honestly poured out His heart 
to the Father revealing the anguish of His soul. As He wrestled in prayer, He laid down His own will 
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to accept the Father’s will. Through this time set apart for deep prayer, Jesus gained the victory of 
obedient surrender and had the resolve follow the Father’s will unto death.  
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Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
Hebrews 12:2-3 NIV 
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Am I able to follow Jesus’ example and say, “Not my will but Yours be done?” Do I believe that God’s 
will is the best will for my life? Jesus understands the inner struggle of surrender; may He strengthen 
us so that we can follow His example of living out God’s perfect plan.  
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Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for your obedience to the Father’s will. I ask for the desire and strength 
to let go of my own will and accept the Father’s will for my life. I now put my life into your hand. 
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Station 2: Jesus, Betrayed by Judas, is Arrested 
CKE: #$LMNOPQ2RS 

 

 
The Kiss of Judas 

James Tissot 
!345678- 
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While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He 
approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 
Luke 22:47-48 NIV 
 

<ÈÉÊ%$5ËÌ½36°ÍÎ-.�ÏÐÑ~f%Ò�¦Q%9Ó!"%?Ô¤ÕÖ3!":2<=“Ñ~X
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�p�� 22=47-48 
 
It is easy to look at Judas and shake our heads and wonder how he could do it. With a kiss, the 
darkness in Judas’ heart - his love for money and false dedication to Jesus – was exposed. What 
darkness is lingering in my heart? I sing worship songs, pray prayers and appear to be a whole-
hearted follower of Jesus. But in taking a closer look at my heart, I see that my thoughts, words and 
actions do not always honor my Lord. 
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before 
me…Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Psalms 51:1-3, 10 NIV 
 

·W%ÝÞßÞfàáâãeXßÞäåfàæçèeféêXÝÞ ef¼ëìíîï%ðñíef¼X��%
eò¢eféê`ef¼'�e§¦3·W%ÝÞ�eóôñf�%ke�§õöL÷ø���=ùú£fû3 
üý 51=1-3%10 
 
Lord God, please forgive me for the times I have told you I loved you and on the outside, I looked 
like Your follower but, on the inside, I was not wholly Yours. May Your light expose the darkness 
in my heart and may I be fully devoted to You.  
 

éI'ìJK�"L£ªÒ�èÒ'MNG�û�Ò,W/'>DÝÆ�ÃÌä=�Ò,CÑÒ,O

PáQ�Æ¤,&''Ñ�=Æ/0�ÒC  
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Station 3: Jesus is Condemned by the Sanhedrin 
CTE: #$LUVWXYZ 

 

 
The Tribunal of Annas 

James Tissot 
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When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought 
him to their council. They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I 
question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 
All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” Then they said, “What further 
testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!” 
Luke 22:66-71 NIV 
 

jNþ%ÿÊf!"#$%&"'()�*+%\!"'42;f,+�%<=“ÞYH-.%9A/e;3”!"
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?@�53” 
�p�� 22=66-71 
 
Stubborn unbelief blocked the minds and hearts of the religious leaders. Standing before them was 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Savior of the world, yet they had eyes that could not see, ears that could not 
hear. Though they were literally in His very presence, they completely missed the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

Rß,ÌWST]UcVW,BtuÆ«C�D�UNX,�Y#é8H-.'�U,Z[ûÌ\']

^_Ì\C`a�Ub¦D8HNX'>�Uä=cO]8H-.,deC 
 
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 
Romans 10:9-11 NIV 
 

>Y>�A!"�B%���·Ð¤lC�DE%9;CF3��%½��G�9H4IJ%>�KA9H4C
F3Lm<=“M�¤f½;cNG¬O3” 
PQÇ 10=9-11 
 
Lord God, give me eyes to see and ears to hear. Forgive me for unbelief that blocks me from seeing 
Your presence in my life. Increase my faith so I can see You clearly.  
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Station 4: Peter Denies Jesus 

C[E: \]^_`#$ 
 

 
The Third Denial of Peter 

James Tissot 
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Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 
When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-
girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I 
do not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am 
not!” Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” But 
Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 
The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
Luke 22:54-62 NIV 
 

2;RS!"%\¤'4~%&fT�3UCSSf0�32;�VÛ�W5X%NY¶�`UC/¶�2;Z
Ê3LNÎk[«�UC¶�X\�%9ú]«2%<=“]Î½^$/HY6½N_f3”  UC`cKA%<=
“[Û%ecAC¤3” é5cÌfab%cLNÎ½«�2%<=“>/H2;Ndf3”UC<=“>]Î½Xe
cH3” Ké5Nea%cLNÎ½tr7<=“2f�HY6½N_f%��2/Hpgg½3”UC<=“>]
Î½XechC><fHiRX”÷<ÈÉÊ%j9Ð53Bkél$«UC%UCµÁ�B:29<fÈ=“3m
jÐ4n%>?opcAe3”29#,wq3 
�p�� 22=54-62 
 
Though he bravely followed Jesus through the darkness of the night, when standing in the light of the 
fire, and pointedly questioned, Peter’s courage disappeared. Possibly driven by fear, his instinct for 
self-preservation kicked in and he emphatically distanced himself from Jesus. It wasn’t just a one-time 
slip-up on Peter’s part. It was again and again. Until that cock crowed. And the face of His teacher, 
master, and friend that he had so forcefully denied, turned towards him to look him in the eye. In an 
instant, Peter’s heart was pierced and in tears he had to leave the presence of his Lord.  
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In the light of a fiery pressure-filled moment, have you ever abandoned your spiritual zeal and 
exchanged it for self-protection, compliance with the world, or just comfort and ease of living? Has 
fear overcome your love and devotion for Jesus? Exercise your faith, trust in God’s love and fear will 
be driven away.  
 

D���ò,°�'Ò�Ö�q±ôOÒ, «¡¢'%£¤(�~�'¾I#)'>¥¥�¦§u¨

©,Øª? {|�Ö«Á]Ò(8H,èu¬¥? ­®Ò,WÆ'VWã,è'{|Ô3y¯C 
 
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love. 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 NIV 
 

>;r?st%�¡¢muvCw%?x~yz%?{|3 
M>;9}f�?~á�b}3 
��Ì¦Ç 16:13-14 
 
Lord Jesus, give me courage to follow you not just when it is easy or convenient, but also in the 
tough moments when the things of the world are pressing in around me. Please remove all fear in 
me and replace it with faith and trust in Your love and leading in my life.  
 

é8H'íÒ°î�nxÇÈÒ'Ì±�Dùú>[²,°³'�D#G,ç´µ�¶·�,¸�°

�Cì¹6�Æ¤�»,{|'����WÆ'WºÒ,èu(�Ø�,nVC 
 

I surrender to You, the King of my life and trust in Your perfect plan. 
I confess my sin and ask for the light of Christ to dispel the darkness within me. 

I believe that Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
I ask for courage to follow You, my Master, wherever You lead me. 

 
�§�Ø�,»¿À'ÃVWÒäÙ,åæC 
����,�'í-.,O}¯�ÝÆ,&'C 

�VW8H�#),YéC 
�¼íÇÈ�é,nx'`½Ò¾V�7¿gC 
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Station 5: Jesus is Judged by Pilate 
CaE9\bcde#$ 

 

 
Behold the Man (Ecce Homo) 

James Tissot 
!E:FG- 
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Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one 
who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of 
your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will 
therefore have him flogged and release him.” Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 
for us!” (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 
Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said 
to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him 
flogged and then release him.” But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their 
voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the one 
who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 
Luke 23:13-25 NIV 
 

U�Ì��5%&"���ð��%9:2;<=“>;�]½4e]�%<2H�F��f3«�%e/� >
;A2f�%�>;§¦�02%ð�L�#2iR¼$`9HÅ�/H}�%94\2�1$3H�2�Lxi
R�Cf�3��%e?��2%\2��53”�L����L “��]��% ¡;¢��NÎ£ê¤2
;3”£!½`N�¥�<=“í¦]Î½X��§�§¤e;X”]§�§H��¨�x©ª½%U�«�f3U
�ÌZ[��!"%9c¬�2;3­®2;¥�<=“¯2°±²X¯2°±²X”U�Ì°op:2;<=“�
iR��]½x5iR±���eð�L�#2iR�Cf¼$394%e?��2%\2��53”2;~²³
´U�Ì%Ý2\!"¯�°±²m32;f²�9C5µ3U�Ì]¶&2;9Ýfú·%\2;9Ýf6x©
ª½¸U�«�f��5%\!"¹¤2;%º~2;f[g»3 
�p�� 23=13-25 
 
A hostile crowd demanded an injustice for their own benefit. A ruler who had the power to enact 
justice turned a blind eye to stay in good standing with the public. A convicted murderer was set free. 
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An innocent man was condemned to death. The selfish ambition of humankind aggressively fought 
for its own personal advancement and the scene was ugly, violent, shameful and wrought with 
injustice. The Savior of the world calmly stood at the center of this sinful mess knowing that it was for 
this very thing that He had come to die. He lived and died for the salvation of an angry mob, a self-
promoting ruler and a ruthless murderer. This is love.  
 

\](e,ÂÀ'EÁ��Â³,TÃí�ÄÌ�Å,çCfÆÇ5àÈÅ,lÉ2\]ÊÚÁËÕ(

Ì�ÕÌ\CYÍf�,ÎTÏYÐ±'`Ñ,TÒYÍÓÊÔCTÕ(Ö,×Æ�òØí$T,Ù

Ú'^z{ÛÜC��1òCgÝÕjÌ�ÅC#),YéÞß+�àDE�áâã¤'ÛÜX&Ô�

\]ÊCX\]EÁäå,1/C\]Øæjçèé,lÉ2C\]êë,ìÎÏÕØÕÊCEÔ�

èC 
 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:6-8 NIV 
 

�e;¼½¾fab%-.9ß9úfm��¼½C3�J½C%H¿Lf`�À½C%�ÁLÂ}f3ÃL-.
�e;¼x¼½fab�e;C%·fá9��Äe;nÅ53 
PQÇ 5=6-8 
 
Dear Jesus, You see all that is in my heart. My personal agendas, selfish ambition and guilty sin. 
Thank you for standing in the middle of this mess and loving and forgiving me. I do not deserve 
your grace, but I gratefully accept it and say thank you for accepting the conviction to death that 
should have been mine. Just as the guilty Barabbas was acquitted and released from his death 
sentence, I have been forgiven and given freedom. You took Barabbas’ place on that cross, and you 
took my place as well. For this I will forever give thanks and praise you.  
 

bè,8H'Òû7�ÝÆ,�»C�(e,íîC(Ö,×Æu�ïCëëÒ�DEâãB¤è

�Cðñ�C�Ìò½Ò,óô'>�êó+µ�Eóô'Ã\]Òµ��õ ö�,Ê�ÕÐëë

ÒC Ô÷øùøIÊÔY`�Ð±�Ï'��YðñjYúï(ûCÒüýøùøG?@A'Ò�þ
Ïüý�G?@AC\Ì'��ÿ!êëu"ÙÒC 
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Station 6: Jesus is Scourged and Crowned with Thorns 
CfE9#$Lghijklmno 

 

 
The Crowning with Thorns  

James Tissot 
!HIJKL- 
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Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded him and kept asking him, 
“Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” They kept heaping many other insults on him. 
Luke 22:63-65 NIV 
 

«Æ!"f½ÇÈ2%�2%cÉ�2fÊ%02<=“>Hnò%A/e;�>fHË�”2;¼×ËÌÌfÈ­
Í23 
�p�� 22=63-65 
 
And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up 
to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 
John 19:2-3 NIV 
 

ÎÏ×ÐÑÒ}ÓÔÕ�2Qm%¤2Öm×Ø%cÙÓ2%<=“Ú¨%ÑÛ½fÜWX”2;9×ÝÞ�23 
Kß�� 19=2-3 
 
Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords silently accepted the mockery of foolish soldiers 
enduring shame and humiliation. Their fake play-worship was intended to break Him down 
physically and mentally. Yet He was resolved. Though He truly was the King, He did not fight back 
or defend Himself but bore this abuse for the sake of us all. Jesus Christ understands the pain of 
emotional abuse and humiliation. In your suffering, draw near to Him and ask Him to carry your 
burden.  
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When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
1 Peter 2:23-25 NIV 
 

2àÍc¼>`¯ác<âãfÈ%h ?ä¹å6ß,J�æ½fB32àç�èQm%Õléê5e;f¼%
ke;ëa�¼mC%9C4�JmE3�2¯fìv%>;µC5íî3>;l¦ïðE�fñ%}3`ò4>
;ûófô½«.53 
UC¦Ç 2=23-25 
 
King Jesus, may I always honor You as you deserve. In your humility, you were despised by men 
yet exalted by God. Your infinite value was diminished by men who mocked you, but your true 
identity was known and revealed in Heaven. When I face shame and humiliation, may I remember 
what you have endured for me. Help me to follow your example of not defining my identity by 
what others say about me, but may I humbly find identity in You alone.  
 

»8H'Ñ�ÿ!GHÒ'DÒr½,^ÏC2ÓEF'ÒYTG�'ÒYãHIC)*Ò,TJK

Ò`L,MN'>Ò:¦,2OD�GYÿP'QiD�GCD�N(Ý-u,-°'Ñ�ËR�Ò

\���,�»C���ÍSÒ,ÎÏ'Ì1�TT,DEÄÅ�,2O'UÑ�VVEFDÒgN

W7(�C 
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Station 7: Jesus Takes Up the Cross 
CpE9#$Oqrst 

 

 
Jesus Bearing the Cross  

James Tissot 
!78MNOPQ- 
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After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify 
him. 
Mark 15:20 NIV  
 

ÇÈ�5%9¤2õ5×Ø%öÖm2?äf÷ø%'2#,%?¯°±²3 
QH�� 15=20 
 
It was for this moment that He had come to the world as Immanuel, God with us. The very people 
that He came to be with were now leading Him to His death. But as He took those first steps towards 
His cross, He knew that He was born to die. To prepare for this moment, He had reminded His 
disciples (and maybe Himself as well?) over and over that He would suffer and die on the cross. He 
willfully followed sinful men to His death and took up His cross.  
 

%LÝÂCã�TþD,X\]E$°�&7#GCX&D#G1�BþD,T'iD1õX¾§Ê

XCDXY3<§?@A,þZ[°'XÿS(e,3ØÔ�\]�ÊC\]\]E��'X�L��

L^_X,`/a>!��^_X(ebcX�1�='�1ÊD?@AGCXdÑe�?@A'ÇÈ

�á,TÁ<§ÊXC 
 
“He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” 
Isaiah 53:7 NIV 
 

2àùú%�¯³fab`cJ>��x“2¯ùú%`?ûcJ>”£`2ðñüàý4þªÉ7%cðñ�ÿ!
f½ÝU­²%2/H]¾cJ>3 
4"#Ç 53=7 
 
Dear Jesus, you turned towards your cross and willingly took it up for me. As the soldiers led you 
onward, You never turned away from your destiny but walked towards it with determination. May 
I carry in my heart your determination to take up my cross and follow You wherever you lead me.  
 

bè,8H'Ò�§?@A'dÆý�eC�fC'(¾ÒX5°'ÒIÌg�(e,�Ä'Õ�Þ

Ä<§fCÑ�Æg¾âÒ,ÞÄ'eC��,?@A'ÇÈÒ¾V�6,hi+[C 
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Station 8: Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus to Carry His Cross 
CuE9vwxy)z{#$Orst 

 

 
Simon the Cyrenian Compelled to Carry the Cross with Jesus 

James Tissot 
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As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on 
him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
Luke 23:26 NIV 
 

'!",fab%LNÎ�g®½$-%l%U$`2;9&S2%\°±²'�2lm%Ð2(�01!"3 
�p�� 23=26 
 
Simon had obediently traveled a long distance from his North African home (modern day Libya) to 
celebrate the Passover feast. How he must have looked forward to worshiping in the holy city, 
commemorating the redemption of the Jewish people as they were liberated from slavery in Egypt.  
 

K`3ö¾À'Ijk,�aiD,Âlmcnopq&rstuvC��Äkwx@âD1y09'
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Unbeknownst to him, his joyful Passover pilgrimage would lead him to literally cross paths with the 
one who was about to redeem the world. He had come to Jerusalem to participate in the Passover. 
Now he was participating in the suffering of Christ. Feeling that rugged wooden cross on his back, 
did Simon fear that he too may suffer the fate of crucifixion?  
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I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  
Galatians 2:19-20 NIV 
 

e��)%9Ä�)C5%ÐeH4Ä·E�3e*LÔ-.Y¯°±²%o�E�fc<He%+H-.�e�
§E�`ð,e}3�-lE�%H��·f8ÛbE`2Háe%�e.ä3 
p�ÛÇ 2:19-20 
 
Lord God, just like Simon, may we accept the mix of joy and the suffering that is ours as followers 
of Christ. Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.  
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Station 9: Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem 
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The Daughters of Jerusalem  

James Tissot 
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A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for 
him. But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the 
breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they 
do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
Luke 23:27-31 NIV 
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Not all in Jerusalem were against Jesus. There were many who adored Him such as these women and 
with great sorrow and love followed Him to His death. They had a revelation of the tragedy 
unfolding in front of their eyes and could not hold back their tears. This great teacher, healer and 
completely innocent man was taking upon Himself the sins of the world. Oh, how we join those 
women and weep, for it is our sins that our Lord carried so that we might be forgiven and set free 
from the power of sin and death.  
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For our sake [God] made [Christ] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV 
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Dear Lord Jesus, it was my sin that drove you to the cross. May my godly sorrow lead me to 
repentance and there I receive your mercy and grace.  
 

bè,é8H'��,��ÒªG?@ACÑ�¬¥,��à�«¬'�1V�Ò,­®�óôC 
 

I lay aside my own selfish agenda 
I honor and worship You wholeheartedly, 

take up my cross and follow You and 
weep for my sin and receive Your grace. 
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Station 10: Jesus is Crucified 
CrE: #$L�rst 

 

 
The Raising of the Cross  

James Tissot 
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When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 
Luke 23:33-34 NIV 
 

45NÎ78%ÏÐAJK7L%9�6�\!"¯�°±²m3c¯5MÎê½=NÎ�N»%NÎ�º»3ê
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�p�� 23:33-34 
 
While the nails were driven through His hands and feet, forgiveness was on His mind. As His blood 
began to flow from His hands, did His mind turn to the last meal He had eaten where He held in His 
hand the cup of wine and declared,  
 

rZ�Y�NDX,÷u¯°'Xt7,�°±²r³IX,÷´�3°'Xt7�µ,q¶°X�÷
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This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Matthew 26:28 NIV 
 

��]HevKf�%�Ì½S#$%k¼CO3 
QÛ�� 26:28 
 
Dear Father, thank you for compassionately offering me forgiveness for the sin that I don’t even 
recognize. This seems to be a double sin of sorts – the sin of sinning and the sin of not even 
realizing I am participating in sin. Oh Lord, what a wretched person I am! Who will save me? 
Thanks be to God who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
(Romans 7:24-25) 
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Station 11: Jesus Promises His Kingdom to the Good Thief 
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The Pardon of the Good Thief  

James Tissot 
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One of the criminals who hung there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.” 
Luke 23:39-43 NIV 
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�3” 9<=“!"W%>C^_`fab%Ý>abeX” !":2<=“ef�A/>%3m>?Ye�©c�
53”  
�p�� 23:39-43 
 
There was only one man on the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion that had the spiritual eyes to see that Jesus’ 
death would usher in His kingship of a spiritual kingdom. The convicted thief dying next to Jesus 
was experiencing the same torturous death yet as he took his final breaths, he had an audacious faith 
that looked beyond the finality of the moment and longed for eternity. The thief confessed his guilt, 
proclaimed his faith, and received the gift of eternal life.  
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.   
Ephesians 2:4-9 NIV 
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Lord God, give me spiritual eyes to see with faith like the thief on the cross. Take my eyes off of 
the hardship and pain of this world and give me a trust in your kingship and a longing for heaven. 
Thank you for forgiving my sin, gifting me with faith and preparing a home for me in heaven. It is 
only because of your mercy that I can look forward to an eternity with you.  
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Station 12: Jesus on the Cross, His Mother, and His Disciple 
CrKE: #$Frt��/����/z� 

 

 
Stabat Mater – Woman, Behold Thy Son  

James Tissot 
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Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 
his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  
John 19:25-27 NIV 
 

u�!"°±²p»f%L2qÕÔ2qÕfrs%ðtPufvÛQg#�è~�fQg#3 !"�qÕ�2
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A mother and her son. This heartbreaking scene at the foot of the cross reminds us of the humanity of 
Jesus and His love for the world. In the anguish of separation from His family and friends, Jesus 
cared for His dear mother’s needs. With great love, He passed His responsibility as eldest son in the 
family to His dear friend and disciple John who took this great honor of representing Jesus to Mary 
seriously and welcomed the mother of Jesus into his home.  
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Jesus gives us the honor of caring for those He loves. We are representatives of Christ on earth. We 
are His hands, His feet, His loving arms reaching to care for those who are vulnerable and in need in 
this world.  
 

8Hî�UGH'��U6áâXfè,TC�U�-.D+G,üM'�UÔ�X,÷CX,¯CX
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Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?” The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
Matthew 25:37-40 NIV 
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Lord Jesus, Your love could not be contained. Even in your dying moments, You selflessly thought 
of the needs of your mother and friends. Thank you for meeting my needs. I offer myself to You to 
be Your ambassador on earth. Please use me to serve and love those around me. Give me Your 
heart of compassion for the world.  
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Station 13: Jesus Dies on the Cross 
CrTE: #$FrstJ�� 

 

 
Consummatum Est – It is Finished  

James Tissot 
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It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend 
my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.  When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, 
“Certainly this man was innocent.” 
 Luke 23:44-47 NIV 
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As a baby in Bethlehem, King Herod attempted His murder but Joseph and Mary slipped away to 
Egypt. In His hometown, they tried to push Him off of a cliff but He passed right through the crowd 
unscathed. In Jerusalem they picked up rocks to stone Him but He just walked away. From His birth, 
attempts were made on His life, yet no one could touch Him, not until the appointed time. They 
severely beat Him, but He did not die. They nailed Him to a cross, He did not die. It was only when 
all was accomplished that Jesus Christ gave up His spirit and commended Himself to the Father that 
He breathed His last.  
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No one took His life from Him. He gave it up. He willingly laid His body on the cross and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for you and for me.  
 

;fT'6X,Ø�'�X(eö3]Ø�CXdÑ+D?@AG(GX,23'\]Ò�0~ª)C 
 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   
Romans 5:6-8 NIV 
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Lord Jesus, as I see what you have done on the cross, I join my praise with the centurion. You 
submitted Yourself to death on the cross. As the centurion pronounced – you were innocent. Yet at 
that moment, you bore my sins and died a death that should have been mine. I thank You and 
worship You for willingly dying in my place so I may live forever with You.  
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Station 14: Jesus is Placed in the Tomb 
Cr[E: #$L����� 

 

 
Jesus Carried to the Tomb 

James Tissot 
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Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council,  had not agreed to their plan 
and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.  This man 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn 
tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  
Luke 23:50-54 NIV 
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Jesus has died and now he is buried. The finality of death has set in as the rock was rolled across the 
entrance of the tomb. At this moment it seems that the enemies of Christ have at last achieved their 
victory. The religious leaders, the Roman government, and the devil who came to steal, kill and 
destroy appeared to finally destroy the giver of life. But what the enemy intended for evil, God 
intended for good. And the sting of death is about to lose its power.  
 

8HÊ]'XY+,Cø-D./`&,ýþîRâÊX,ËÌCÌ°;<-.,ÂT½7]�U,Á

ÂC^_UcVWCÂL01ïf&23CÎ�C45,67;<:,Î�]Ø�,éC>�ÂT,³

ô8á'ã,í,�Ú,CÊX,9:é�z6f,ÆËC 
 



 27 

Sin was the door through which death had entered the world. Adam’s sin unleashed the power of 
death and because each one of us have also sinned, death is our reality as well. But Jesus Christ, He 
never sinned, so how could death have power to touch Him? It was because Jesus willingly took 
upon Himself the sins of the world that He succumbed to death on a cross.  
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But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he 
suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
Hebrews 2:9 NIV 
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Dear Savior Jesus Christ, you accepted the guilt of my sin on my behalf and you suffered the 
punishment of death that should be mine. I bow my heart before you and with lowered eyes and 
outstretched hands, I say thank you. You have given all for me that I might live for you.  
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His death on the cross was not the end but just the beginning.  
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From the cross He pronounced forgiveness over His enemies 
and eternal life for the sinner who believed. 

In Him we see love and purpose and  
In His death, we experience life. 
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Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose 
it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”  
John 12:23-25 NIV 
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